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Tis paper introduced a new defnition of rough fuzzy sets based on a fuzzy ideal l defned on a fuzzy approximation space (X, R).
Tis defnition considered the degree r ∈ [0, 1] in defning the after sets and the before sets of the arbitrary fuzzy relation R on the
fnite set of objects X. It is shown that this new type of roughness is a generalization to many of previous defnitions in the fuzzy
case and also in the ordinary case. As an application, it is given a rough fuzzy-connected set notion depending on some degree
r ∈ [0, 1].

1. Introduction

In [1], Pawlak initiated the notion of rough sets related with
an equivalence relation R on a fnite set X. Subsequently,
researchers explored rough sets in the context of arbitrary
relations [2–6], as well as investigating the generated interior
and closure operators of rough sets and the existence of
a generated topology on X [7–9]. Some researchers also
studied rough fuzzy sets depending on previous notions and
notations [10–15]. Others explored the use of fuzzy ideals
[16] in fuzzy topological spaces [17, 18] and fuzzy ap-
proximation spaces [19] to generalize rough sets. Kozae et al.
[7] defned general rough sets using the intersection of after
and before sets of an arbitrary relation R on X, while Kandil
et al. [4] used the notion of an ideal to defne rough sets in
the ordinary case. When the relation was symmetric, the
defnition in [4] became a generalization of the defnitions in
[2, 5, 7]. In [20], the authors used an arbitrary relation R on
X and an ideal l on X to defne a generalized form of
ordinary rough sets, which had a better accuracy value.

Te motivation of this paper is coming from that the to-
pology defned by Šostak is more generalized than the topology
defned by Chang. Tat is, constructing structures and

topological notions in sense of Šostak is a good extension to
those notions. Rough sets were frst depending on one pa-
rameter, the ordinary relation or the fuzzy relation defned on
the universe set X. After many research works, Kandil [4] and
Kozae [7] used a second parameter, the ordinary ideal or the
fuzzy ideal onX, and their defnitions was generalizations of the
previous rough sets. But all these defnitions are given in sense of
Chang, which means roughness without any degree. From that
point, we add here a third parameter, the degree r ∈ [0, 1], and
thus defne rough sets in sense of Šostak as a generalization of all
defnitions given before. Neglecting the degrees r ∈ [0, 1], we
are restricted to the defnition of Kozae [7], which was a gen-
eralization of the defnition of Kandil [4], which again was
a generalization of the previous basic defnitions. From that
point, this paper will cure the gap between the roughness in
sense of Chang and the roughness in sense of Šostak.

In this paper, we propose a new defnition of r-lower and
r-upper fuzzy sets of r-rough fuzzy sets, which depend on
the following three parameters: a fuzzy ideal l on X, an
arbitrary fuzzy relation R on X, and a degree r ∈ [0, 1]. Each
parameter afects the roughness of a fuzzy set in IX. Tis
defnition generalizes and fuzzifes the defnitions in-
troduced in [1–5, 7], and in the crisp case, it is identical to the
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defnitions in [1–5, 7]. We also provide a more accurate
measure of roughness and several interpreted examples in
this paper. As an application of this new defnition of rough
fuzzy sets and as a generalization of connectedness in fuzzy
topological spaces [21], we introduce the concept of rough
fuzzy r-connectedness. Te authors in [22] concentrated on
giving a comparison between using minimal neighborhoods
and maximal neighborhoods in defning rough fuzzy sets. In
[22], the study was based on fuzzy sets in sense of Chang
[23]. Since the fuzzy sets in sense of Šostak [24] paid at-
tention for the degrees r ∈ I and it was more general than the
defnition of Chang, then we defne in this paper the
roughness with some degree for fuzzy sets in a new style.

Troughout the paper, let X be a fnite set and I is the
closed interval [0, 1]. Denote for (0, 1] by I0. IX refers to all
fuzzy subsets in X, and ξc

(x) � 1 − ξ(x) ∀x ∈ X, ∀ξ ∈ IX. A
fuzzy point xt at t ∈ I is defned by xt(x) � t and
xt(z) � 0∀z≠x. A constant fuzzy set t for any t ∈ I is
defned by t(x) � t∀x ∈ X. Infmum and supremum of
a fuzzy set ξ ∈ IX are given as inf ξ � ∧ x∈Xξ(x) and
sup ξ � ∨ x∈Xξ(x). If f: X⟶ Y is a mapping and
ζ ∈ IX, ] ∈ IY, then

(f(ζ))(y) � ∨
x∈f−1(y)

ζ(x), ∀y ∈ Y,

f
−1

(]) � (v ∘f).

(1)

Recall that the fuzzy diference between two fuzzy sets
was defned in [17] by

(ξ ∧� ζ) �
0, if ξ ≤ ζ,

ξ ∧ ζc
, otherwise.

⎧⎨

⎩ (2)

In [16], a map l: IX⟶ I is called a fuzzy ideal (F-ideal)
on X if it satisfes

(1) l(0) � 1,
(2) ξ ≤ ζ⇒l(ξ)≥l(ζ) for all ξ, ζ ∈ IX,
(3) l(ξ ∨ ζ)≥l(ξ)∧l(ζ) for all ξ, ζ ∈ IX.

Te triple (X, R,l) is called a fuzzy ideal approximation
space (FIA space). Defne the fuzzy ideal l° as an F-ideal l
such that l(ζ) � 0∀ζ ≠ 0.

2. r-Lower, r-Upper, and r-Boundary Region
Fuzzy Sets

Here, we defne rough fuzzy sets in a fuzzy approximation
space (FA space) (X, R) in a generalized form in Šostak
sense. Te defnitions will be based on the degree r ∈ I and
the fuzzy relationship R(x, y) between each pair of elements
of X.

Defnition 1. Let X be a fnite set and R: X × X⟶ I an
arbitrary fuzzy relation on X. Ten, for any x ∈ X, defne the
fuzzy sets xR, Rx ∈ IX as follows [6]:

xR(y) � R(x, y) andRx(y) � R(y, x), ∀y ∈ X. (3)

Defnition 2. For each x ∈ X and r ∈ I, defne an after fuzzy
set r ⊢ x ⊣ : X⟶ I as follows:

r ⊢ x ⊣ (y) �

r∨xR(y), if R(x, y)≥ 0.5, r> 0,

r∧xR(y), if R(x, y)< 0.5, r> 0,

0, if r � 0.

⎧⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎩
(4)

Defnition 3. For each x ∈ X and r ∈ I, defne a before fuzzy
set ⊢x ⊣ r: X⟶ I as follows:

⊢ x ⊣ r(y) �

r∨Rx(y), if R(y, x)≥ 0.5, r> 0,

r∧Rx(y), if R(y, x)< 0.5, r> 0,

0, if r � 0.

⎧⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎩
(5)

For all r ∈ I0, r ⊢x ⊣ or ⊢x ⊣ r is representing the
strength of the bond between an element x and any element
in X so that their membership values are from 0.5 and up to
1 whenever R(x, y) orR(y, x)≥ 0.5 and less than 0.5 and
down to 0 whenever R(x, y) orR(y, x)< 0.5. In particular,
1 ⊢x ⊣ (y) � R(x, y) whenever R(x, y)< 0.5 and
1 ⊢x ⊣ (y) � 1 otherwise, ⊢ x ⊣ 1(y) � R(y, x) whenever
R(y, x)< 0.5 and ⊢ x ⊣ 1(y) � 1 otherwise. 0 ⊢ x ⊣ (y) �

⊢x ⊣ 0(y) � 0∀y ∈ X, which means that 0 ⊢ x ⊣ �

⊢x ⊣ 0 � 0∀x ∈ X. Tat is, according to the degree r � 0, we
have empty fuzzy sets all time, and so we will not consider
the case r � 0 in all the following results. For any r ∈ I0, if R

is refexive, then r ⊢x ⊣ ∧ ⊢x ⊣ r≥x1 ∀x ∈ X. Tat is, if R is
refexive, we ensure that for any x ∈ X and any r ∈ I0, we
have nonempty fuzzy sets r ⊢ x ⊣ , ⊢x ⊣ r, and these fuzzy
sets contain at least the fuzzy point x1. If R is symmetric,
then r ⊢x ⊣ � ⊢x ⊣ r for all r ∈ I and will be denoted by
⊢x ⊣ r.

Defnition 4. Defne for any a ∈ X and any r ∈ I0, the fuzzy
sets ⊢ a ⊣R, R ⊢ a ⊣ ∈ IX as follows:

⊢ a ⊣R � ∧
x∈X, r⊢x⊣(a)>0

r ⊢x ⊣ ,

R ⊢ a ⊣ � ∧
x∈X,⊢x⊣r(a)>0

⊢ x ⊣ r.
(6)

For any a ∈ X, defne R ⊢ a ⊣R: X⟶ I as follows:

R ⊢ a ⊣R � ⊢ a ⊣R∧R ⊢ a ⊣ . (7)
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Defnition 5. For every x ∈ X, defne ξ∗, ξ
∗ ∈ IX of a fuzzy

set ξ ∈ IX by

ξ∗(x) �

∨
z∈X

R ⊢x ⊣R(x)􏼔 􏼕
c

, if l R ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁 � 0 andl(R ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξ) � 0,

1, if l R ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁> 0,

0, if l R ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁 � 0 andl(R ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξ)> 0,

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

(8)

ξ∗(x) �

∨
z∈X

R ⊢ x ⊣R(x), if l(R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξ) � 0 andl R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁 � 0,

0, if l(R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξ)> 0,

1, if l(R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξ) � 0 andl R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁> 0.

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎩

(9)

Te roughness, with degree r ∈ I0, of a fuzzy set ξ ∈ IX is
defned by

ξR � ξ ∧ ξ∗,

ξR
� ξ ∨ ξ∗.

(10)

ξR is the r-lower fuzzy set of ξ and ξR is the r-upper fuzzy
set of ξ. Te r-boundary region fuzzy set of ξ is ξB given by
ξB

� ξR∧� ξR. Te pair (X, R) will be called a rough fuzzy
approximation (RFA) space.

Defnition 6. For every rough fuzzy set ξ ∈ IX, defne the
accuracy fuzzy set α(ξ) ∈ IX, for all x ∈ X, by the following:

α(ξ)(x) �
ξB

(x)􏼐 􏼑
c
, if ξR ≰ ξR,

1, otherwise,

⎧⎨

⎩ (11)

and moreover, the accuracy value of the rough fuzzy set ξ is
given by Inf(α(ξ)).

If we neglected the degree r ∈ I along the paper, then we
do not need equations (4) and (5) and only use equation (3)
in the previous Defnitions 4–6 since
r ⊢ x ⊣ ≡ xR and ⊢ x ⊣ r ≡ Rx, ∀x ∈ X.

Whenever ξR is so that ξR ≤ ξR, we get that ξ � ξR � ξR

and then ξB
� 0 and Inf(α(ξ)) � 1. If ξR � 0 and ξR

� 1,
then ξB

� 1 and Inf(α(ξ)) � 0.
Otherwise, ξB

� ξR ∧ (ξR)c and 0< Inf(α(ξ))< 1. Tat is,
the largest r-boundary fuzzy set is associated with the lowest
accuracy value and the converse is true. If Inf(α(ξ)) � 1,
then ξ is crisp with respect to R (ξR � ξR and ξ is precise with
respect to R). If Inf(α(ξ)) � 0, then ξ is totally rough with
respect to R. Moreover, if 0< Inf(α(ξ))< 1, then ξ is rough
with respect to R.

Lemma 7. Let R be a fuzzy relation on X, r ∈ I0, l an F-ideal
on X, and ξ, ζ ∈ IX. Ten, the following properties hold:

(1) ξ∗ � ((ξc
)∗)

c, ξ∗ � ((ξc
)∗)c,

(2) 0∗ � 0 and 1∗ � 1,
(3) ξ ≤ ζ implies that ξ∗ ≤ ζ∗ and ξ∗ ≤ ζ∗,

(4) (ξ ∧ ζ)∗ ≤ ξ∗ ∧ ζ∗,
(5) (ξ ∨ ζ)∗ ≥ ξ∗ ∨ ζ∗,
(6) (ξ ∧ ζ)∗ ≤ ξ∗ ∧ ζ∗,
(7) (ξ ∨ ζ)∗ ≥ ξ∗ ∨ ζ∗,
(8) If l(ξ)> 0, then ξ∗ � 0. Moreover, if l(ξc

)> 0, then
ξ∗ � 1.

Proof. For (1), it is clear that (ξ∗)c � (ξc
)∗, (ξ∗)

c � (ξc
)∗,

and thus ξ∗ � ((ξc
)∗)

c and ξ∗ � ((ξc
)∗)c.

For (2), we have (0)∗(x) � 0, ∀x ∈ X from equation (9)
and (1)∗(x) � 1, ∀x ∈ X from equation (8), and then 0∗ � 0
and 1∗ � 1.

For (3), it is proved from the defnition of the F-ideal and
equations (8) and (9).

For (4) and (5), we get it directly using the result in (3).
For (6), we get that ξ∗ ∧ ζ∗ ≥ (ξ ∧ ζ)∗ directly.
For (7), we get that ξ∗ ∨ ζ∗ ≤ (ξ ∨ ζ)∗ directly.
For (8), since l(ξ)> 0 implies that l(R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξ)> 0

and thus ξ∗(x) � 0, ∀x ∈ X. Hence, ξ∗ � 0. Similarly,
l(ξc

)> 0 implies that l(R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξc
)> 0 and thus

ξ∗(x) � 1, ∀x ∈ X. Hence, ξ∗ � 1.
Note that if we have the trivial F-ideal l for which

l(1) � 1, then ξ∗ � 1 and ξ∗ � 0, and hence ξR � ξR
� ξ,

and, therefore, any fuzzy set has accuracy value
Inf(α(ξ)) � 1. □

Remark 8. Let R be a fuzzy relation on X, l be an F-ideal on
X, and ξ, ζ ∈ IX. Ten, the following results hold in general.

(1) ξ ≰ ξ∗ ≰ ξ
∗ ≰ ξ and ξ ≰ ξ∗ ≰ ξ∗ ≰ ξ,

(2) (ξ ∧ ζ)∗ ≱ ξ∗ ∧ ζ∗ and (ξ ∧ ζ)∗ ≱ ξ∗ ∧ ζ∗,
(3) (ξ ∨ ζ)∗ ≰ ξ∗ ∨ ζ∗ and (ξ ∨ ζ)∗ ≰ ξ∗ ∨ ζ∗,
(4) ξ∗ � 0⇏l(ξ)> 0.
(5) ξ∗ � 1⇏l(ξc

)> 0.

Te following example proves the results in Remark 8.

Example 1. Let r � 0.4 ∈ I0 and R be a fuzzy relation on a set
X � a, b, c, d{ } as follows.

Journal of Mathematics 3
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R a b c d

a 0 0.2 1 0.5

b 0.6 0 0.8 0.5

c 1 0.5 0.6 0.6

d 0.9 0.6 1 1

0.4 ⊢ a ⊣ � 0, 0.2, 1, 0.5{ }, 0.4 ⊢ b ⊣ � 0.6, 0, 0.8, 0.5{ },
0.4 ⊢ c ⊣ � 1, 0.5, 0.6, 0.6{ }, 0.4 ⊢ d ⊣ � 0.9, 0.6, 1, 1{ } and
⊢ a ⊣ 0.4 � 0, 0.6, 1, 0.9{ }, ⊢ b ⊣ 0.4 � 0.2, 0, 0.5, 0.6{ }, ⊢ c ⊣
0.4 � 1, 0.8, 0.6, 1{ }, ⊢ d ⊣ 0.4 � 0.5, 0.5, 0.6, 1{ }. Ten,
⊢ a ⊣R � 0.6, 0, 0.6, 0.5{ }, ⊢ b ⊣R � 0, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ }, ⊢ c ⊣
R � 0, 0, 0.6, 0.5{ }, ⊢d ⊣R � 0, 0, 0.6, 0.5{ } and R ⊢ a ⊣ �

0.2, 0, 0.5, 0.6{ }, R ⊢ b ⊣ � 0, 0.5, 0.6, 0.9{ }, R ⊢ c ⊣ � 0, 0,{

0.5, 0.6}, R ⊢d ⊣ � 0, 0, 0.5, 0.6{ }, and then R ⊢ a ⊣R �

0.2, 0, 0.5, 0.5{ }, R ⊢ b ⊣R � 0, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ }, R ⊢ c ⊣R � 0, 0,{

0.5, 0.5}, R ⊢d ⊣R � 0, 0, 0.5, 0.5{ }.

(1) Consider an F-ideal l on X so that l(])>
0, ∀]≤ 0.4; otherwise, l(]) � 0. Ten, we compute
ξ∗, ξ
∗ for a fuzzy set ξ � 0.1, 0.9, 0.3, 0.6{ } as follows:

ξ∗ � 0.8, 0.8, 0.4, 0.5{ }, ξ∗ � 0.2, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ }.
Hence, ξ∗ ≤ ξ

∗ ≤ ξ ≤ ξ∗\\ and ξ∗ ≤ ξ∗ ≤ ξ ≤ ξ
∗ and

thus (1) holds.
(2) Let ζ � 0.6, 0.2, 0.9, 0.2{ }, we get that ζ∗ �

0.2, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ }, ζ∗ � 0.8, 0.8, 0.4, 0.5{ }, and so
ζ∗ � ξ∗ � 0.2, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ }, ζ∗ � ξ∗ � 0.8, 0.8, 0.4,{

0.5}. For ξ ∧ ζ � 0.1, 0.2, 0.3, 0.2{ }, we get that
(ξ ∧ ζ)∗ � 0. Hence, ξ∗ ∧ ζ∗ � 0.2, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ }≤
0 � (ξ ∧ ζ)∗. Also, we get that (ξ ∧ ζ)∗ � 0≥ 0.8, 0.8,{

0.4, 0.5} � ξ∗ ∧ ζ∗. Tus, (2) is proved.
(3) Again, for ξ ∨ ζ � 0.6, 0.9, 0.9, 0.6{ }, we get that

(ξ ∨ ζ)∗ � 1. Hence, (ξ ∨ ζ)∗ � 1≤ ξ∗ ∨ ζ∗ � 0.8,{

0.8, 0.4, 0.5}. Also, we get that (ξ ∨ ζ)∗ � 1≤
0.2, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ } � ξ∗ ∨ ζ∗. Tus, (3) is proved.

(4) Now defne an F-ideal l on X so that
l(])> 0, ∀]≤ 0.5; otherwise, l(]) � 0, and con-
sider the same fuzzy set ξ � 0.1, 0.9, 0.3, 0.6{ }. We
compute ξ∗, ξ

∗ as follows: ξ∗ � 0, 0, 0, 0{ } �

0, ξ∗ � 1, 0, 1, 1{ }. Tat is, ξ∗ � 0 while ξ ∉ l. Tat is,
(4) is proved.

(5) Moreover, if l is defned on X so that
l(])> 0, ∀]≤ 0.6; otherwise, l(]) � 0, then ξ∗ � 1
while ξc ∉ l and thus (5) is proved.

Lemma 9. Te r-lower and r-upper fuzzy sets of fuzzy sets
satisfy the following properties:

(1) ξR ≤ ξ ≤ ξ
R,

(2) 0R � 0R
� 0 and 1R � 1R

� 1,
(3) (ξ ∨ ζ)R ≥ ξR ∨ ζR ∀ξ, ζ ∈ IX,
(4) (ξ ∧ ζ)R ≤ ξR ∧ ζR ∀ξ, ζ ∈ IX,
(5) ξ ≤ ζ implies that ξR ≤ ζR and ξR ≤ ζR∀ξ, ζ ∈ IX,
(6) (ξ ∧ ζ)R ≤ ξR ∧ ζR∀ξ, ζ ∈ IX,
(7) (ξ ∨ ζ)R ≥ ξR ∨ ζR∀ξ, ζ ∈ IX,
(8) (ξR

)c � (ξc
)R and (ξR)c � (ξc

)R

(9) (ξR)R ≥ ξR ≥ (ξR)R

(10) (ξR
)R ≤ ξ

R ≤ (ξR
)R

Proof. From (10), Lemma 7, we get easily the proof of all
these results. □
Remark 10. As in the usual case, if R is a refexive fuzzy
relation on X, then ξ∗ ≤ ξ ≤ ξ

∗
,∀ξ ∈ IX. In this case, the

equality holds in both of (6) and (7) in Lemma 7, and thus
the equality holds in both of (6) and (7) in Lemma 9.

Moreover, as in the usual case, if R is a refexive and
a transitive fuzzy relation, then (ξR)R � ξR and (ξR

)R � ξR.
If we consider R a refexive fuzzy relation on X, then

a fuzzy pretopology τR on the RFA space (X, R) is generated
by the following:

τR � ] ∈ I
X

: ] � ]R􏽮 􏽯 or τR � ] ∈ I
X

: ]c
� ]c

( 􏼁
R

􏽮 􏽯. (12)

Tat is, the condition (ξR)R � ξR,∀ξ ∈ IX is not satisfed.
If we consider R a refexive and a transitive fuzzy relation

on X, then a fuzzy topology τR is generated on the RFA space
(X, R) by equation (12) as well. Tat is, the condition
(ξR)R � ξR,∀ξ ∈ IX is satisfed.

In the following, using only the after fuzzy sets (using
before fuzzy sets is similar), it will be defned a weaker
defnition than Defnition 5.
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Defnition 11. For every x ∈ X and r ∈ I0, defne
ξ∗∗, ξ
∗∗ ∈ IX of ξ ∈ IX by

ξ∗∗(x) �

∨
z∈X
⊢ z ⊣R(x)􏼒 􏼓

c

, if l ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁 � 0 andl( ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξ) � 0,

1, if l ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁> 0,

0, if l ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁 � 0 andl( ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξ)> 0,

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

(13)

ξ∗∗(x) �

∨
z∈X
⊢x ⊣R (x) if l( ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξ) � 0 andl ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξc

( 􏼁 � 0,

0 if l( ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξ)> 0,

1 if l( ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξ) � 0 andl ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξc
( 􏼁> 0.

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨

⎪⎪⎪⎩

(14)

Te roughness of a fuzzy set ξ ∈ IX is defned by

ξ � ξ ∧ ξ∗∗ and ξ � ξ ∨ ξ∗∗, (15)

where ξ is the r-lower fuzzy set of ξ and ξ is the r-upper
fuzzy set of ξ.

Te r-boundary region fuzzy set B(ξ) of ξ is given by
B(ξ) � ξ ∧� ξ .

All the results given in the section are satisfed exactly,
only the main diference is coming from equation (7). Tat
is, R ⊢x ⊣R≤ ⊢ x ⊣R,∀x ∈ X. Hence, Defnition 5 gives us
an r-boundary region fewer than that of Defnition 11.

Theorem  2. It is clear by defnitions the following:

(1) ξ∗∗ ≤ ξ∗, and then ξ ≤ ξR,
(2) ξ∗ ≤ ξ∗∗, and then ξR ≤ ξ.

Example 2. As in Example 1, where r � 0.4 and
] ∈ l⇔ ]≤ 0.4, we got for ξ � 0.1, 0.9, 0.3, 0.6{ } that
ξ∗ � 0.2, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ }, ξ∗ � 0.8, 0.8, 0.4, 0.5{ }, and then
ξR

� 0.2, 0.9, 0.6, 0.6{ }, ξR � 0.1, 0.8, 0.3, 0.5{ }. Tat is,
ξB

� 0.2, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ }.
From equation (11), we get that α(ξ) � 0.9, 0.9, 0.7, 0.9{ },

and then Inf(α(ξ)) � 0.7.
If we used Defnition 11, we get ξ∗∗ � 0.6, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ },

ξ∗∗ � 0.4, 0.8, 0.4, 0.5{ }, and then ξ � 0.6, 0.9, 0.6, 0.6{ },
ξ � 0.1, 0.8, 0.3, 0.5{ }. Tus, B(ξ) � 0.6, 0.2, 0.6, 0.5{ } and
ξB ≤B(ξ). Hence, the boundary region of Defnition 5 is
better than the boundary region of Defnition 11.

In case of ] ∈ l⇔ ]≤ 0.5, we get that ξ∗ � 1, 0, 1, 1{ },
ξ∗ � 0, and then ξR

� 0.1, 0.9, 0.3, 0.6{ }, ξR � 0.1, 0, 0.3, 0.6{ }.
Tat is, ξB

� 0.1, 0.9, 0.3, 0.4{ }. Moreover, α(ξ) � 1, 0.1, 1, 1{ }

and Inf(α(ξ)) � 0.1.

Note that if we discussed the crisp case or the classical
case (r ∈ 0, 1{ }), then we have R as a classical binary relation
on X that has at least R(x, y) � 1 for somex, y ∈ X and an
F-ideal l � 0􏼈 􏼉. Hence, the frst branch in equation (8) goes
to zero, and the frst branch in equation (9) goes to one.
Tus, Defnitions 5 and 11 will be as follows:

ξ∗(x) �
1, if R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξc

� 0,

0, otherwise,

⎧⎨

⎩

ξ∗(x) �
1, if R ⊢x ⊣R∧ ξ ≠ 0,

0, otherwise,

⎧⎨

⎩

ξ∗∗(x) �
1, if ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξc

� 0,

0, otherwise,

⎧⎨

⎩

ξ∗∗(x) �
1, if ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξ ≠ 0,

0, otherwise.

⎧⎨

⎩

(16)

Tat means Defnition 5 will be the same meaning of
rough sets in the ordinary case using the intersection of after
sets and before sets of a classical binary relationR onX. Also,
Defnition 11 will be the same meaning in the ordinary case
only using after sets of the classical binary relation R on X.

Here, recall some defnitions in the ordinary case, and we
will see that Defnition 5 is a generalization for all of them in
the fuzzy case and also in the ordinary case under suitable
restrictions. Tat is, we neglected the degree r ∈ I in our
defnitions in the fuzzy case.

In the fuzzy case, we can defne the fuzzifcation of the
defnitions of Pawlak [1], Yao [5], Allam [3], Kandil [4], and
Kozae [7], respectively, in the following:

(1) Let R be a fuzzy equivalence relation on X,
⊢ x ⊣R; x ∈ X is a fuzzy set defned by
⊢ x ⊣R(y) � R(x, y). For any fuzzy subset A of X,
the lower fuzzy approximation A and the upper
fuzzy approximation A are defned so that

A (x)> 0⇔ ⊢x ⊣R≤A,

A(x)> 0⇔ ⊢x ⊣R∧A≠ 0.
(17)

(2) Let R be an arbitrary fuzzy relation on X. For any
fuzzy subset A of X, the lower fuzzy approximation
A and the upper fuzzy approximation A are defned
so that

A (x)> 0⇔xR≤A,

A(x)> 0⇔xR∧A≠ 0,
(18)
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where xR is the after fuzzy set of x defned by
xR(y) � R(x, y).
Moreover, Rx is the before fuzzy set of x defned by
Rx(y) � R(y, x).

(3) Let R be an arbitrary fuzzy relation on X, <p>R is
the infmum of all the after fuzzy sets xR containing
p. Ten, for any fuzzy subset A of X, the lower fuzzy
approximation A and the upper fuzzy approxima-
tion A are defned so that

A (x)> 0⇔ ⊢x ⊣R≤A,

A(x)> 0⇔ ⊢x ⊣R∧A≠ 0 ,
(19)

where ⊢p ⊣R, for any p ∈ X, is defned by
⊢p ⊣R � ∧ 0<xR(p),x∈XxR. Moreover, R ⊢p ⊣ �

∧ 0<xR(p),x∈XRx.
(4) Let R be a refexive fuzzy relation on X and L be an

F-ideal on X. For any fuzzy subset A of X, the lower
fuzzy approximation A and the upper fuzzy ap-
proximation A are defned so that

A (x)> 0⇔ ⊢ x ⊣R∧A
c

( 􏼁 ∈ L, (20)

A(x)> 0⇔A(x)> 0, ( ⊢x ⊣R∧A) ∉ L. (21)

(5) Let R be an arbitrary fuzzy relation on X. For any
fuzzy subset A of X, the lower fuzzy approximation
A and the upper fuzzy approximation A are defned
so that

A (x)> 0⇔R ⊢x ⊣R≤A,

A(x)> 0⇔R ⊢x ⊣R∧A≠ �0,
(22)

where R ⊢p ⊣R is defned by: R ⊢p ⊣R � ⊢p ⊣R∧R ⊢p ⊣ .
Te previous defnitions are deduced as special cases for

the roughness of a fuzzy set in a RFA space (X, R), from
Defnition 5 and equation (10).

Remark 13. From equations (8) and (9) and neglecting the
degree r ∈ I, we get that

(1) if we have an equivalence fuzzy relation R and l � l°

on X, then our defnition will be the fuzzifcation of
the main defnition given by Pawlak in [1].

(2) if we have a symmetric fuzzy relation R on X and the
F-ideal l � l° on X, then our defnition will be the
fuzzifcation of the defnition given by Yao [5] and
also the defnition of Allam [2].

(3) if we have a refexive and symmetric fuzzy relation R

on X, then our defnition will be the fuzzifcation of
the defnition given by Kandil [4].

(4) If we replaced the F-ideal l on X with the F-ideal
l � l°, then our defnition will be the fuzzifcation of
the defnition given by Kozae [7].

In the crisp case, we get exactly the defnitions in the
ordinary case as given in [1, 2, 4, 5, 7], respectively.

Pawlak [16] Yao [21], Allam [1]

Definition 2.5

Kandil [10] Kozae [13]

For a fuzzy set ξ in a FA space (X, R) where R is a re-
fexive fuzzy relation, we get a �C ech fuzzy interior operator
intR: IX × I0⟶ I0 and a �C ech fuzzy closure operator
clR: IX × I0⟶ I0 as follows:

intR(ξ, r) � ξR,

clR(ξ, r) � ξR
.

(23)

(Tat means intR(intR(ξ, r))≠ intR(ξ, r) and
clR(clR(ξ, r))≠ clR(ξ, r)).

Also, from equation (15), we can defne for any ξ ∈ IX

a �C ech fuzzy interior operator IR: IX × I0⟶ I0 and a �C

ech fuzzy closure operator CR: IX × I0⟶ I0 as follows:

IR(ξ, r) � ξ ,

CR(ξ, r) � ξ.
(24)

It is clear from Teorem 12 that the �C ech fuzzy interior
operator intR and the �C ech fuzzy closure operator clR have
the following properties related with the �C ech fuzzy interior
operator IR and the �C ech fuzzy closure operator CR:

intR(ξ, r)≥ IR(ξ, r) and clR(ξ, r)≤CR(ξ, r), ∀r ∈ I0,∀ξ ∈ I
X

.

(25)

Note that the fuzzy operators clR, CR of
ξ � 0.1, 0.9, 0.3, 0.6{ } in Example 1 (where r � 0.4, R was not
refexive) are not even �C ech fuzzy closure operators while
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both are computed as clR(ξ, r) � ξR
� 0.2, 0.9, 0.6, 0.6{ }≤

CR(ξ, r) � ξ � 0.6, 0.9, 0.6, 0.6{ }.
Considering R as a refexive and transitive fuzzy relation,

then we have a fuzzy interior operator and a fuzzy closure
operator on (X, R) generating fuzzy topology τR as in
equation (12). In this case, the usual properties of fuzzy
interior and fuzzy closure operators are satisfed as follows.

Lemma  4. Te following conditions are satisfed.

(1) intR(0, r) � 0, intR(1, r) � 1,
(2) intR(], r)≤ ],∀r ∈ I0, ] ∈ IX,
(3) ]≤ η⇒ intR(], r)≤ intR(η, r), ∀r ∈ I0, ], η ∈ IX,
(4) intR((]∨ η), r)≥ intR(], r)∨ intR(η, r), intR((]∧

η), r) � intR(], r)∧ intR(η, r), ∀r ∈ I0, ], η ∈ IX,
(5) intR(intR(], r)) � intR(], r),∀r ∈ I0, ] ∈ IX.

Proof. (1) and (2) are clear.
From (5) in Lemma 9, we get that (3) is satisfed.
According to Remark 10, and from (3) and (7) in Lemma

9, we get (4) is proved.
Also, by Remark 10 and from (9) in Lemma 9, we get that

(5) is proved.
Tus, intR(ξ, r) is the fuzzy interior of ξ in the RFA space

(X, R) generating a fuzzy topology defned by

ϖR � ] ∈ I
X

: ] � intR(], r)􏽮 􏽯. (26)

Note that IR(ξ, r) of any ξ ∈ IX in the RFA space (X, R)

with R as a refexive and transitive fuzzy relation is also
generating a fuzzy topology defned by

ωR � ] ∈ I
X

: ] � IR(], r)􏽮 􏽯, (27)

and thus this is coarser than that one generated by intR(ξ, r).
Tat is, ωR ≤ϖR.

Note that clR(]R, r) � clR(], r), ∀r ∈ I0, ] ∈ IX,

intR(]R, r) � intR(], r),∀r ∈ I0, ] ∈ IX, intR(]c, r) � (clR
(], r))c and clR(]c, r) � (intR(], r))c∀r ∈ I0, ] ∈ IX.

Similarly, where R is refexive and transitive, we have the
following. □

Lemma  5. Te fuzzy closure operator satisfy the following
conditions:

(1) clR(0, r) � 0, clR(1, r) � 1,
(2) clR(], r)≥ ],∀r ∈ I0, ] ∈ IX,
(3) ]≤ η⇒ clR(], r)≤ clR(η, r),∀r ∈ I0, ], η ∈ IX,
(4) clR((]∧ η), r)≤ clR(], r)∧ clR(η, r), clR((]∨ η), r) �

clR(], r)∨ clR(η, r), ∀r ∈ I0, ], η ∈ IX,
(5) clR(clR(], r)) � clR(], r), ∀r ∈ I0, ] ∈ IX.

Proof. Similar to Lemma 14.
Hence, from clR(]c, r) � (intR(], r))c, clR is a fuzzy

closure operator generating the same fuzzy topology
given above.

As an application of these generalized rough fuzzy sets,
we discuss rough fuzzy-connected spaces with degree r ∈ I0

using fuzzy closure operators where R is a refexive and
transitive fuzzy relation. □

3. r-Connectedness in Rough Fuzzy
Approximation Spaces

Defnition 16. Let (X, R) be a rough fuzzy approximation
space (RFA space), r ∈ I0, and l an F-ideal on X. Ten,

(1) Te fuzzy sets ζ, ] ∈ IX are called rough fuzzy ap-
proximation r-separated (RF r-sep.) if
clR(ζ, r)∧ ] � ζ ∧ clR(], r) � 0.

(2) A fuzzy set η ∈ IX is called rough fuzzy approxi-
mation r-disconnected (RF r-disconnected) set if
there exist RF r-sep. sets ζ, ] ∈ IX such that ζ ∨ ] � η.
A fuzzy set η is called rough fuzzy approximation
r-connected (RF r-connected) if it is not RF r-dis-
connected. In other words, if there exist no RF r-sep.
sets ζ, ] except ζ � 0 or ] � 0.

(3) A RFA space (X, R) is called RF r-disconnected
space if there exist RF r-sep. sets ζ, ] ∈ IX such that
ζ ∨ ] � 1. A RFA space (X, R) is called RF r-con-
nected if it is not RF r-disconnected.

Remark 17. Any two RF r-sep. sets ζ, ] in IX with respect to
the fuzzy closure operator CR defned by equations (22) and
(24) are also RF r-sep. sets as well from equation (25).Tat is,
RF r-disconnectedness with respect to the fuzzy closure
operator CR implies RF r-disconnectedness and thus,
RF r-connectedness implies RF r-connectedness with re-
spect to the fuzzy closure operator CR.

Example 3. Let X � a, b, c, d{ }, r � 0.6 ∈ I0, l an F-ideal on
X, and R a refexive and transitive fuzzy relation defned by

R a b c d

a 1 0 0.4 0

b 0 1 0.4 0

c 0 0 1 0

d 0 0 0.4 1

0.6 ⊢ a ⊣ � 1, 0, 0.4, 0{ }, 0.6 ⊢ b ⊣ � 0, 1, 0.4, 0{ }, 0.6
⊢ c ⊣ � 0, 0, 1, 0{ }, 0.6 ⊢ d ⊣ � 0, 0, 0.4, 1{ } and ⊢ a ⊣ 0.6 �

1, 0, 0, 0{ }, ⊢ b ⊣ 0.6 � 0, 1, 0, 0{ }, ⊢ c ⊣ 0.6 � 0.4, 0.4, 1, 0.4{ },
⊢d ⊣ 0.6 � 0, 0, 0, 1{ }. Ten, ⊢ a ⊣R � 1, 0, 0.4, 0{ }, ⊢ b ⊣R �

0, 1, 0.4, 0{ }, ⊢ c ⊣R � 0, 0, 0.4, 0{ }, ⊢ d ⊣R � 0, 0, 0.4, 1{ } and
R ⊢ a ⊣ � 0.4, 0, 0, 0{ }, R ⊢ b ⊣ � 0, 0.4, 0, 0{ }, R ⊢ c ⊣ �

0.4, 0.4, 1, 0.4{ }, R ⊢ d ⊣ � 0, 0, 0, 0.4{ }. Ten, R ⊢ a ⊣
R � 0.4, 0, 0, 0{ }, R ⊢ b ⊣R � 0, 0.4, 0, 0{ }, R ⊢ c ⊣R � 0, 0,{

0.4, 0}, R ⊢d ⊣R � 0, 0, 0, 0.4{ }.
Consider l(])> 0∀ ]≤ 0.5, otherwisel(]) � 0, then for

any ξ ∈ IX we have l(R ⊢ x ⊣R∧ ξ)> 0,∀x ∈ X, and thus
ξ∗ � 0. Tat is, ξR

� clR(ξ, r) � ξ for any ξ ∈ IX. Hence, we
could choose ξ � 0, 0, 0.5, 0.1{ }, ζ � 0.7, 0.2, 0, 0{ } so that the
fuzzy set (ξ ∨ ζ) � 0.7, 0.2, 0.5, 0.1{ } is a rough fuzzy set for
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which clR(ξ, r)∧ ζ � ξ ∧ clR(ζ, r) � ξ ∧ ζ � 0. Tus, 0.7, 0.2,{

0.5, 0.1} is an RF r-disconnected set.
Note that: If we kept the above R and l, r was any value

in I0, the above result will not be afected. But if we kept R

and changed to an F-ideal l′ so that l′(])> 0,∀]≤ 0.3,
otherwise l′(]) � 0, then the above result still not afected
only if r≤ 0.3. Also if we kept the frst F-ideal l but we
changed the three values “0.4” in the fuzzy relation R to be
“0.5” then the above result still not afected only if r≤ 0.5.

Te deduction is that the three choices of r ∈ I0, R,l play
the main role in the computations of ξ∗ for any ξ ∈ IX and
then the resulting rough fuzzy set ξR

� clR(ξ, r), and so we
could fnd a pair of RF r-sep. sets as shown above, and thus
we can fnd a fuzzy set which is RF r-disconnected. Hence, in
general, a fuzzy set is an RF r-connected set unless we restrict
the choices of r ∈ I0, R,l in a particular way. Under this
restriction, one can catch a pair of RF r-separated sets for
which their union equal this fuzzy set.

Remark 18. Let (X, R) be an RFA space. Ten, (X, R) is
RF r-connected implies it is also RF r-connected with respect
to the fuzzy closure operator CR as defned in equations (24)
and (26).

4. Conclusion

In this paper, we introduced the roughness of fuzzy sets with
degree r ∈ I0 for a fuzzy set ξ ∈ IX that explains the fuzzy
roughness depending on the degree r of the fuzzy set ξ.
Constructing rough sets in sense of Šostak is a good ex-
tension to the fuzzy rough sets defned before. Rough sets in
this paper depend on three parameters. First is the ordinary
relation or the fuzzy relation defned on X. Second is the
ordinary ideal or the fuzzy ideal on X. Tird is the degree
r ∈ [0, 1]. Tis paper defned rough sets in sense of Šostak as
a generalization of all defnitions of rough sets given before.
In the crisp case r ∈ 0, 1{ }, we are restricted to the defnition
of Kozae [7], which was a generalization of the defnition of
Kandil [4], which was a generalization of the previous basic
defnitions. From that point, this paper cures the gap be-
tween the roughness in sense of Chang and the roughness in
sense of Šostak. Tis generalization concludes many of the
previous defnitions of rough fuzzy sets as special cases, and
so it is as a good extension of the roughness in the fuzzy case.

Data Availability

Te data sets used and/or analyzed during the current study
are available from the corresponding author upon reason-
able request.

Conflicts of Interest

Te authors declare that they have no conficts of interest.

Authors’ Contributions

Alsulami and Saleh conducted the methodology and per-
formed formal analysis; Abbas and Saleh validated the study
and performed formal analysis; Abbas and Ibedou

performed investigation for the study; Ibedou and Alsulami
contributed to resources and conducted the methodology;
Ibedou wrote the original draft; Ibedou and Abbas reviewed
the fnal form. All the authors have agreed this published
version of the manuscript.

Acknowledgments

Te authors declare they have not used Artifcial Intelligence
(AI) tools in the creation of this article.

References

[1] Z. Pawlak, “Rough sets,” IInternational Journal of Information
Technology and Applied Sciences, vol. 11, pp. 341–356, 1982.

[2] A. A. Allam,M. Y. Bakeir, and E. A. Abo-Tabl, “New approach
for basic rough set concepts,” in International Workshop on
Rough Sets, Fuzzy Sets, DataMining and Granular Computing.
Lecture Notes in Artifcial Intelligence 3641, pp. 64–73,
Springer, Berlin, Germany, 2005.

[3] A. A. Allam,M. Y. Bakeir, and E. A. Abo-Tabl, “New approach
for closure spaces by relations,” Acta Mathematica Academiae
Paedagogicae Nyregyhziensis, vol. 22, pp. 285–304, 2006.

[4] A. Kandil, M. M. Yakout, and A. Zakaria, “Generalized rough
sets via ideals,” Annals of Fuzzy Mathematics and Informatics,
vol. 5, pp. 525–532, 2013.

[5] Y. Y. Yao, “Two views of the theory of rough sets in fnite
universes,” International Journal of Approximate Reasoning,
vol. 15, no. 4, pp. 291–317, 1996.

[6] L. A. Zadeh, “Similarity relations and fuzzy orderings,” In-
formation Sciences, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 177–200, 1971.

[7] A. M. Kozae, S. A. El-Sheikh, and M. Hosny, “On generalized
rough sets and closure spaces,” Int. J. Appl. Math., vol. 23,
pp. 997–1023, 2010.

[8] Y. Y. Yao, “On generalizing rough set theory,” in Proceedings
of the 9th International Conference of Rough Sets, Fuzzy Sets,
Data Mining and Granular Computing, pp. 44–51, Chongq-
ing, China, May 2003.

[9] Z. Pei, D. Pei, and Li Zheng, “Topology vs generalized rough
sets,” International Journal of Approximate Reasoning, vol. 52,
no. 2, pp. 231–239, 2011.

[10] D. Boixader, J. Jacas, and J. Recasens, “Upper and lower
approximations of fuzzy sets,” International Journal of Gen-
eral Systems, vol. 29, no. 4, pp. 555–568, 2000.

[11] D. Dubois and H. Prade, “Rough fuzzy sets and fuzzy rough
sets,” International Journal of General Systems, vol. 17, no. 2-3,
pp. 191–209, 1990.

[12] G. Liu, “Generalized rough sets over fuzzy lattices,” In-
formation Sciences, vol. 178, no. 6, pp. 1651–1662, 2008.

[13] N. N. Morsi and M. M. Yakout, “Axiomatics for fuzzy rough
sets,” Fuzzy Sets and Systems, vol. 100, no. 1-3, pp. 327–342,
1998.

[14] K. Qin and Z. Pei, “On the topological properties of fuzzy
rough sets,” Fuzzy Sets and Systems, vol. 151, no. 3,
pp. 601–613, 2005.

[15] W.-Z. Wu, Ju-S. Mi, and W.-X. Zhang, “Generalized fuzzy
rough sets,” Information Sciences, vol. 151, pp. 263–282, 2003.

[16] A. A. Ramadan, Y. C. Kim, and M. K. El-Gayyar, “Smooth
ideals,” J. of Korean Institute of intelligent systems, vol. 12,
no. 1, pp. 90–95, 2002.

[17] I. Ibedou and S. E. Abbas, “Fuzzy topological concepts via
ideals and grills,” Annals of Fuzzy Mathematics and In-
formatics, vol. 15, no. 2, pp. 137–148, 2018.

8 Journal of Mathematics

 1469, 2024, 1, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1155/2024/1489444 by Ism

ail Ibedou - B
enha U

niversity , W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [09/04/2025]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense



[18] A. Koam, I. Ibedou, and S. E. Abbas, “Fuzzy ideal topological
spaces,” Journal of Intelligent and Fuzzy Systems, vol. 36, no. 6,
pp. 5919–5928, 2019.

[19] S. H. Alsulami, I. Ibedou, and S. E. Abbas, “Fuzzy roughness
via ideals,” Journal of Intelligent and Fuzzy Systems, vol. 39,
no. 5, pp. 6869–6880, 2020.

[20] A. Kandil, S. A. El-Sheikh, M. Hosny, and M. Raafat, “Bi-ideal
approximation spaces and their applications,” Soft Comput-
ing, vol. 24, no. 17, pp. 12989–13001, 2020.

[21] E. Ekici and T. Noiri, “Connectedness in ideal topological
spaces,” Novi Sad Journal of Mathematics, vol. 38, no. 2,
pp. 65–70, 2008.

[22] I. Ibedou and S. E. Abbas, “Maximal and minimal neigh-
borhoods of rough fuzzy sets,” Annals of Fuzzy Mathematics
and Informatics, vol. 26, no. 2, pp. 141–154, 2023.

[23] C. H. Chang, “Fuzzy topological spaces,” Journal of Mathe-
matical Analysis and Applications, vol. 24, no. 1, pp. 182–190,
1968.

[24] A. P. Sostak, “On a fuzzy topological structure, Suppl Rend,”
Circolo Matematico di Palermo, vol. 11, pp. 89–103, 1985.

Journal of Mathematics 9

 1469, 2024, 1, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1155/2024/1489444 by Ism

ail Ibedou - B
enha U

niversity , W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [09/04/2025]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense


	Using the Degree r∈0,1 in Defining Rough Fuzzy Sets
	1. Introduction
	2. r-Lower, r-Upper, and r-Boundary Region Fuzzy Sets
	3. r-Connectedness in Rough Fuzzy Approximation Spaces
	4. Conclusion
	Data Availability
	Conflicts of Interest
	Authors’ Contributions
	Acknowledgments
	References




